
 

 

Mary Queen of Peace School Council Meeting 

Feb 23, 2012-02-25  

 

In Attendance: 

 Martha Muzychka, Chair, Victoria Etchegary, Tammy Puddester, Sandra Bishop, Valerie Hynes 

Elaine Harris, Principal, Denise Cleary, Vice Principal, Charlene White, Bill Maher 

 

Parent Observer: 

Karen Healy 

 

Regrets: 

Tony Roche 

 

1.  Martha called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  All committee members were asked to 

review the January minutes which were approved by Bill and seconded by Victoria. 

 

2. Business Arising: 

  

A. School Cross Removal 

Elaine contacted the Eastern School District (ESD) to discuss Council’s  recommendation 

to  remove the cross to make room for ‘Ecole’ in the school’s name.  She was advised by 

ESD that while all schools are considered non-denominational, Mary Queen of Peace 

(MQP) is still considered a Christian school and recommended the committee receive full 

school community support before proceeding with removing the cross.  Other options 

discussed were moving the letters down to incorporate the word ‘Ecole’ around the cross.  

 

Action:  
Given the amount of work involved in removing brick to accommodate the redesign, it 

was agreed by all committee members to defer a decision until May. 

 

B. Resource Centre: 

i. Request for Volunteers:  

An update was provided regarding school council’s request for volunteers to assist with the 

library. A memo that went home to all parents increased volunteers from 8 to 25-30.  A written 

update was also provided to committee members by Michael Walter, Learning Resources 

Teacher indicating that re-shelving of books and weeding of older books has begun.  A book 

exchange has also resumed with students from all grade levels.  Elaine explained that they might 

explore a  plan  to open the top two shelves of each bookcase to display artwork and 

competitions that take place at the school throughout the year.   

 

ii. Terms of Reference 

School council members reviewed the draft Terms of Reference that was developed for the 

library sub-committee.   Given that the only outstanding issue for the library is the current 

layout/aesthetics of the room, the committee discussed whether a sub-committee was still 

required.  All agreed that given that the library is a multi-purpose room used for events such as 



 

 

the chess club, journal writing club, and committee meetings, it is important to continue with the 

sub-committee. 

 

Elaine reminded the committee that all recommendations from the sub-committee will have to go 

through the school council for final approval to ensure it is in keeping with the school’s 

objectives and mandate.   

 

Action: 

1. Victoria approved the Terms of Reference and it was seconded by Sandra 

 

2. Tammy Puddester and Valerie Hynes volunteered to be representatives from the School 

Council to sit on the sub-committee.  Tammy and Valerie also agreed to draft a note for the next 

school newsletter requesting parent representatives for the sub-committee. 

 

3. Denise  will sit on the cub committee as the Admin representative.  There will also be the 

Learning Resources teacher, and an elementary teacher representative – to be determined. 

 

C. School Cleanliness: 

  The school received a letter from Pat Royle  Eastern School District in response to a written 

complaint from a parent expressing concern regarding the cleanliness of their child’s class after 

the Christmas break.  The letter explained that one of the custodians assigned to MQP was on 

annual leave prior to the end of school and this employee was not replaced.  Mr. Royle’s letter 

also indicated that they will attempt to address this during upcoming budget negotiations and he 

will continue to monitor the situation to ensure this does not happen again.    

 

Action: 

Elaine to contact Pat Royale as a reminder of his commitment that this will not happen again. 

Letter to Ford Rice will be placed on hold. 

 

D. Cafeteria menu: 

 Discussions continued on the current cafeteria menu as well as the quality of the food upon 

arrival to students.  There was a discussion on whether the school would be able to offer the 

School Lunch Program.    

 

Action: 

Elaine will contact Chartwells to invite them to a school council meeting if needed and will also 

check into possibility of the School Lunch Program.  

 

E.  Reports 

I. Principal’s Report   

CRT Results June 2011 

Elaine presented the results of the 2011 CRTs completed in math and language arts by 

grade 3 and grade 6 students.  The report identifies the percentage of students who scored 

a level three or higher and compares the schools results with the provincial results.   

 

  



 

 

School Development Goals  

Deferred to next meeting. In meantime,  Elaine will be sending out a copy of school 

development goals to committee members for review. 

 

PBS Matrix  

Elaine presented a review of the PBS matrix as a follow up to the mail out that went to 

all parents.   

 

Action:   
Committee members suggested an age appropriate format with key words to be 

developed for students to reference in the classroom. 

 

II. PTA Report:  

The committee has over $6000 in funds raised and will be exploring options for 

reinvesting into the school along with a PTA sponsored event for students. 

 

III. Environmental Committee  
No updates to report. 

 

 

3.  New Business 

 

A. Parking Lot 

The Kiss and Ride Lane is improving with the help of new volunteers.  There was some 

discussion around the pylons that were placed in the parking lot and Elaine explained that 

they had to be removed due to constantly blowing over.  

 

B. Math Fair  

The school received a $3500 grant for a math promotions program to take part in activities to 

promote the development of mathematics skills and highlight the practical application of 

mathematics. 

 

C. Upcoming PD Day 

Elaine explained that there will be another PD day late in April, date yet to be finalized. This 

PD day will focus on new inclusion model.   

 

Action: 

Council members suggested that the PD day take place on a Monday or Friday as parents 

find it easier for childcare. 

  

D. Request from current MHA for St. John’s East 

George Murphy current MHA for St. John’s East requested to attend future school council 

meetings.  The committee questioned whether his attendance is permitted as he is not a 

parent of MQP school. 

 

Action:  



 

 

Elaine indicated that she will check school council Act to determine if Mr. Murphy would be 

allowed to attend future school council meetings.  The committee also agreed that Mr. Murphy 

could be invited to present to the school council. 

 

E. Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

March 27, 2012 - 7 pm 

May 8, 2012 - 7 pm  

June 12, 2012 - 7 pm 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


