
MQP – School Council Minutes – October 18, 2011 
 
Present – Elaine Harris, Denise Cleary, Charlene White, J. Harding, Victoria Etchegary, Martha 
Muzychka and Valerie Hynes 
Absent – Tony Roche, Sandra Bishop and Tammy Puddester  
 
Parent Present - Karen Healey 
 
A. Introduction and Welcome New  and Returning Council Members – Martha called the meeting 
to order.  Sandra Bishop, J. Harding and Victoria Etchegary were welcomed.   
 
B. Minutes May and June 2011 Meetings –  
 - May 2011 minutes were reviewed and some changes were necessitated, they were not passed at 
this meeting.  
 - June 2011 minutes: It was reported that the June 6 2011 meeting was to deal with one issue.  The 
purpose was to engage in discussion with City Councilors Danny Breen and Debbie Hanlon 
regarding traffic issues in the general area around MQP School and the school parking lot and to 
arrange a later meeting with the Traffic Division of the City.  The Minutes were reviewed and posted 
following the meeting. 
C. Decision re Positions Council Chair and Secretary Elaine explained that Martha would be Chair 
of the Student Council. Clarification was provided because Martha had assumed this was previously 
communicated in June 2011. Valerie explained that she was no longer willing to take the minutes at 
every meeting. The council agreed that this role would be rotated throughout the council and a 
Schedule was established. 
D. Review of the Roles and Responsibilities of School Councils  - Elaine reviewed a power point 
presentation on the roles and responsibilities of school councils for the new members. 
E. Upcoming Training School Council Members  - a course was offered for members but no one 
confirmed that they would attend. 
F. Principals Report 
 1. Overview School Resources/ Programs 2011-12 –Staff Allocation and programs on par 
with 2010-2011. Kindergarten enrollment is down as is enrollment in Grade 1 and 2 – only 4 
streams at these two grade levels.  This is positive because this is evidence that the ESD plan to 
address overcrowding is working.  With the opening of FI at MacDonald Drive Elementary, our 
enrollment the past three years has dropped as approximately one class of students has been 
rerouted to MacDonald Drive.  We are hoping this trend will continue. Enrollment dropped from 
757 in September 2010 to 701 in September 2011.  In grades 3-6 we still have 5 streams with 2 FI 
classes and 3 English.  In grade 6 we have 2 FI, 2Intensive Core French and 1 English. 
 2. New Phys Ed / Active Living Initiative – We have more Phys. Ed Resources and class 
time scheduled for the 2011-2012 year in keeping with our Active Living Initiative. Students are 
getting an additional 20 minutes of physical education class per cycle. 
 3. School Development Plan 2010-2011  - Goal 1 and 2 finalized last year and reviewed at 
the March council meeting. Goal 3 on Safe and Saring School being finalized this month. However, 
not ready to be released yet, still a work in progress. 
 4. Technology Initiative from the Department  - As a campaign promise the Department of 
Education has earmarked funding for additional smart board throughout the province. 
G. Fundraising Lap-A-Thon 2011-12  - will proceed in the Fall as in previous years with a target of 
$30,000.00 for fundraising. Fundraising kick-off and information sheets will be sent home on 



October 19, 2011, the lap-a-thon will be held on November 9-10, 2011 and the deadline for return 
of money will be November 25, 2011. We will be following the same format for giving back to the 
students by having a choice between skating and bowling, which is more in keeping with our active 
living initiative. Anticipate a similar result as last year. 
H. Parking Lot / Grand Concourse Proposal – Denise and Martha reviewed the Kiss and Ride 
situation with an update on the RNC’s cooperation to visit each classroom to discuss parking lot 
safety. Martha discussed her meetings with  Robyn King and Dawn Corner of the City Traffic 
Division to discuss the possibility of eliminating the left hand turn during school hours at Torbay 
Road. The hope is that fewer parents will use Torbay Road as an exit if the left hard turn option is 
removed.  
 
Elaine explained that Grand Concourse personnel have asked the ESD and MQP to consider giving 
up a small corner of the primary field to allow the Grand Concourse trail to hook up with the 
Kenny’s Pond Trail. She explained that they will need very little land and that they will replace that 
portion of the fence they disturb and improve the land in that area to compensate us for our loss. 
The ESD supports this proposal.  When asked to point out what area we were talking about Mrs. 
Harris showed a survey of the entire MQP grounds. It was a poor quality photo copy and the field 
was so small that it was impossible to determine what amount of land we were discussing. No 
decisions were made on this topic by Council. 
 
I. Protocol Agreement  - Martha, a Chair of the MQP School council executed the protocol 
agreement. 
 
J. Other – Nil 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 


