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Mary Queen of Peace School Council Meeting 
Jan. 17, 2012 
 
In attendance:  Martha Muzychka, Chair; Valerie Hynes, parent representative); Denise Cleary, administration; 

Elaine Harris administration; Sandra Bishop, parent representative; Charlene White, teacher; Tony Roche, parent 

representative;  Michael Walters, teacher; Jean Harding, parent representative; Victoria Etchegary, parent 

representative; Karen Healy, parent observer.  

Regrets: Bill Maher, community rep; Tammy Puddister, parent rep 

1. Martha called the meeting to order and asked members to review the minutes from the December 

meeting. Tony approved the minutes and Victoria seconded.  

 

2. Business Arising 

a. Loot bags 

At the December meeting, Victoria proposed a motion that the school consider a policy 

regarding loot bags in school. Elaine agreed to follow up with teachers and discuss the matter. 

Elaine noted that teacher s did not perceive a significant issue with loot bags in their classrooms 

and that it is primarily an issue in primary grades. Council members noted that it is still 

worthwhile to remind parents that loots bags are not in line with the healthy eating and 

sustainable environment guidelines. 

Action: Elaine, to bring awareness to the loot bags early in the calendar year. 

b. Erection of bilingual name on school 

Elaine noted that the letters for the bilingual school name need to be erected on the building. In 

determining the work, it was noted that the cross would need to be removed to accommodate 

the letters. School Council members noted that Ecole Mary Queen of Peace is a bilingual school 

and as such the name should adequately represent that. All agreed that the new lettering 

should be added to the school. 

Action:  Elaine will communicate to the Eastern School District Council’s decision to request that the 

cross be removed. If it is ok with the District, we will inform the Church that the removal is necessary 

to accommodate the words that reflect our status as a bilingual school. We will then communicate 

this to parents via the school newsletter. 

Resource Centre 

Two items related to the Resource Centre were raised. First, students have been unable to 

access the library and take out books due to a lack of human resources in the library. Second, 

the resource centre requires an upgrade to create a space for learning and foster a love of 

reading. Council members engaged in a discussion regarding both issues and it was noted that 

the current Learning Resource teacher is allocated 60-70 % to technology and support to 
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technology therefore leaving little time to address learning resource needs.  Council decided 

that three areas would be addressed.  

i. The immediate challenge is the lack of volunteers/resources to catalogue and shelve 

books. Mr. Walters noted that there are still many books that are not on the shelves.  

Action: A memo will be sent to parents outlining the current challenges with the 

resource centre, clearly identifying opportunities to volunteer.  Victoria/Elaine/Martha 

to draft messages. 

ii. Teacher allocation and focus on technology versus learning resources was the second 

issue identified. Council agreed that they would like to see the learning resource teacher 

have more time to spend in the library and that there be a better balance between the 

two.  

Action: Victoria/Valerie/Jean to draft memo to School District outlining concerns. 

iii. The current look and feel of the library was discussed. Valerie noted that she is willing to 

donate the use of a designer to look at the room and recommend options for the space 

to create a cosier room. Elaine and Sandra noted that there were others funds 

potentially available to support this initiative. Elaine noted that the room still has to be 

able to function as a PD and meeting room.  Council agreed that a committee should be 

struck to scope out, develop and implement a library improvement initiative. Action:  

Martha to draft terms of reference for a library committee. 

 

3. Reports 

a. Principal’s Report was deferred to the February meeting. 

b. PTA Report – Sandra noted that the PTA currently has $6009. They are meeting on Thursday, 

Jan. 19 and will discuss how to reinvest those funds into the school community. Options to 

consider include the learning resource project and outings for the students.  

c. Environment Committee – nothing new to report. Reminder of recycling blitz on Saturday, Jan. 

28th and the group is meeting in February to discuss what they will do with their monies. 

 

4. New Business 

a. Cafeteria menu 

There was significant discussion regarding the options currently available through the menu and 

the quality of the food when it reaches the children. Some Council members also questioned 

whether the options were in line with the healthy living guidelines.  

Action: Elaine will follow up with Tracy English from the school board regarding the district’s 

health eating policy. Martha will follow up with Provincial school nutritionists on healthy food 

guidelines.  

 

b. School Cleanliness 
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Elaine passed along a note from a concerned parent regarding the cleanliness of his/her child’s  

classroom after the Christmas break. Discussion ensued regarding cleanliness in the school and 

the ability of the cleaners to cover the entire school in the period of time allocated. Additionally, 

it was noted that the cleaners are dismissed the day before school closes for the holidays which 

means that desks, where children eat twice a day, are not adequately cleaned prior to their 

return to school. Action: Elaine will write to Peter Roberts and copy Pat Royal expressing the 

parent’s and School Council’s concerns.  

 

5. Next meeting 

All agreed that the meeting dates would change to ensure Bill was able to participate in future meetings. 

The new schedule will mean that meetings will take place on the second Tuesday of the month. A new 

schedule will be sent to all Council members. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45. Next regular meeting will be on Feb. 14th at 7 p.m. in the Learning Resource Centre. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Victoria Etchegary, 
Parent Representative 

 

  


