
MQP School Council Minutes May 4, 2011 

Council Members Present - Larry, Charlene, Tammy, Martha, Elaine, Valerie, Denise 

Parents – Karen Healey and Leslie Phillips were present  

Staffing – review of all grade levels for teaching resources and it seems as though there are no concerns 

for September 2011, with the exception of: 

 Phys Ed.   – last year we couldn’t get fill a 0.17 allocation therefore Phys. Ed allocation 

was reduced from 1.5 units to 1.33 thereby  slightly cutting  gym time for students. We 

are trying to find more phys. Ed. Teaching time(Currently we have three different 

teachers -  .17, .33 and .17 teaching positions this year). 

 Healthy Active Living Kit – Each classroom has one and the teachers have received 

instruction on the use of these kits. 

 Concerned Parent – in a time with an epidemic with obesity isn’t the Board 

focusing on activity? Activity is key but it is only one aspect, healthy eating is 

important too. 

 Activity throughout the day. Music break for a dance. 

 Elaine suggested directing any concerns about the physical education and/or 

activity level of the children at MQP to John Elkins – ESD – long term planning 

for phys. Ed. 

Grade 6 ICF Program – 2 classes next year, with 19 and 20 students.  There will be one class of English 

with 20 students and 2 classes of French Emersion of 20 each. All classes are nicely balanced for 2011-

2012. 

School Development Update – As a result of the External Review we have added a 3rd goal for MQP 

School Improvement  around Safe and Caring schools. This emerged from data in domain School Culture 

and Climate.  The children stated that they believed that bullying was an issue when discussed in focus 

groups, even though this was not evident in the earlier survey and other data collected.  Overt/Physical 

bullying does not appear to be as much of a problem as verbal/emotional bullying.  Dave Dyer (ESD) is 

helping MQP to reach this goal of a safe and caring school. 

Mascot – Children want their own mascot. Next year we plan on developing a contest, involving  the 

students in the development of a new MQP Mascot. 

Kindergarten – half year switch has worked out well and the feedback has been positive, but the start 

and end time wasn’t received as well. In the fall kindergarteners will follow the same times as the rest of 

the school except that start time for the afternoon secession will be approximately 5 mins before the 

rest of the school.    

Volunteer Social -  Numbers dropped  this year, we usually see approximately 60-70 parents, but only  

50 could attend this year. The School Council considered having the Social in the evening after supper as 

a desert/tea/coffee event.  As well child care will still be offered. Perhaps a 6pm start time. It was 



suggested that name tags could be used to help people feel comfortable” Hello My Name is…” with their 

volunteer efforts identified. 

Fundraising Results – As per the May 3, 2011 newsletter. This years lap-a-thon activity involved both 

skating and bowling for primary and elementary students, encouraging physical activity. The net 

proceeds were better and the school raised $21, 080.66 for technology. The children really enjoyed the 

format of this year’s lap-a-thon. 

Is it enough? If we want Smartboards in every classroom we’re going to need more fundraising? Ideas 

suggested – Auction? Dance-a-thon?  Flea Market? 

As well $566.00 was raised for Muscular Dystrophy (Sam Bristow)  

Parent Meeting – re. Transition to St. Paul’s – all Grade 6 Parents are welcome to attend May 17, 7pm 

Environment Committee Report – Cancellation of the April Recycling Blitz  two Saturday’s in a row 

caused a  drop in participation. The focus of tomorrow nights meeting  is to earmark the funding of the 

money raised through recycling efforts (Elementary assets, beautification of the area outside  the 

primary field). Stone for the Grade 6 class this year, dedication. 

PTA – Grade 6 leaving ceremony – Fun Activity/Evening (3-4pm?)– tried a few places but expensive. 

Tammy as PTA rep indicated that she would try the  Justina Centre in Outer Cove as a possible outside 

location. Collect some money from the parents. $500.00  donation from the PTA.  

Question –Popcorn for sale – Logistics. Meet with the Grade 6’s. Last week of School activities – flea 

market fundraiser for the Grade 6s. 

Dress Code – 2011-2012 – Summary posted on the website – The Focus Group of April 11, 2011 was 

attended by 20 people not including MQP Student Council Members. In total including the email feed 

back approximately 40 families have expressed an opinion on the topic. Given the size of our school this 

doesn’t seem like there is much interest in the topic. One of the organizers of the focus group, Valerie 

Hynes indicated that she didn’t feel that the feedback provided from the focus group provided a 

mandate to change the existing dress code policy. 40 families out of a possible 500 families is a very low 

turn out.  

There was a motion to keep the existing Dress Code given that there was insufficient interest in the topic 

to conduct a survey at this time.  All members in attendance carried this motion. 

Valerie and Martha offered to draft wording for a memo giving parents clarity and closure on the topic. 

Kiss n Ride – Update – Since March Const. Hemmens has visited every class in the school to discuss 

parking lot safety and Kiss and Ride. Excellent information was provided and the efforts of Const. 

Hemmens was greatly appreciated. 

Unfortunately, there are continued problems with Kiss n Ride and volunteers are still needed. Parents 

seem to be ignoring the rules. Safety remains a major concern. 



Elaine suggested that unless an issue arises we will likely not need a June 2011 MQP School Council 

Meeting. 

 

 


